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# Chapter I #

Inception of Post#303
Once a Soldier always a Soldier, this fgeling}seama to remain
part of an Ex-Soldler even after getting back to civilien life,
snd so, a few hardy souls of World War One and Two Veterans deci-
ded that Bonita Springs Fla. a small psaceful town of the Seuth-
West Gulf Goaét of Florida needed an American Leglion Fost so that
all comrades could get togethsr for some old time reminiscence
and maybe a good Bar-B-g who knﬁws...
It was during the Spring of ISS56 that the idea for a Post bagan
producing results; =Bd Illshe a Legionnairs in the Fort Myers Post
(Post 38) sbout 25 miles North of Bonlte herd about the wish for
a Post and -wisited Thomas Kehoe who was the Bth District Comman-
der at the time, he also contacted more Bonita Veterans end did
all the leg work for ths Isauing af a Charter.
These Floneors of Fost #303 deserve & great deal of credit for
thelr early vision of what we now take for granted, men like Ed
Illshe, Fred Worth 3gt.at Armes, Tom Bunter, Gerry Gulder, Arncld
Fetersen, Tom Reshard, Bob Parrett, Ted ¥hittman and most of the
Charter iist thet follows shortly will live forever in this Poat
History and in the minds of many Bonita residents.
Commander Kshoe from the 8th Distriet was naturally very interes-
ted and within a few months was able %o prepare for the first
Post Installation of Bonita Springs Fla. Temporary Officers were
slected and duly sworn in by Commander Kehos on June 20, I956,
6 celebrating Ham Supper was prepared by the Auxillary shertly
after the Ist meeting and a new imerican Leglon Post was Borna.
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1956

i+ Chapter I ==
Installation

of Officers

1957

The American Legion Post #303 .

Max Brauner
Robsrt Garrison
Louis G. Warren

Robert A,Lawhon Jr,

- Herbert G,Warriner

Herbert Messerer
Carl Bartholomas
Paul Deleon

Ist Vice Commander
2nd Vice Commander
Adjutant -Historian
finance officer
3gt. at Arms
Ass.Sgt.at Arms
Chaplain

Service Officen
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# Chapter I = 7
The Installatlon day was held on June 20, I956 at the Community
ravilion in centrsl Bonits Springs.
A very tasty Ham supper prepsred by the Auxillary was the opening
gong of this memorable day and a few gaaat_s,wifes and friends of
the lLegionnaires participated.
Chaplain Carl Bartholma gave the Invocation and introduced Com-
mander Thomas Kehoe from ths 8th Distriect, Com.Kehoe had guided
every step of the new Amesrican Leglon John Murphy Fost from the
Inceptlion and was now ready for the first Installation.
After introduecing Tommy Thompson,Sarasota; Sgt.at Arms Fred Worth,
from the 8th District and £d Illshe,Fort Myers, Commander Kehoe
installed Thomas(Tom)Hunter as the first Commaner of Post #303
Bonita Springs, and pmcmd to Install the rest of the Officers.
Une more Invocatlon followed the installation and the new Commander
Tom Bunter retired the Colors,
A new American Leglion John Murphy Fost #303 was tas Born in Bonie
ta Springs and the pride of its Legionmaires and residents.
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# Chapter 1 *

The American Legien ~John Murphy Post #303 was now a reality but

‘the Charter for the Post was not issued un'bi}. August i5, 1957

under the next Administration, the first Gonnnander Tom Eunter,
However,a' very enefgetic man wasted no time in forzxmla.ting manyr '
important drives for the benefit of the new ?ost.*.

First on -thé agenda was a .Building Pund, money was needed for just
aboﬁt every thihg, all the ofiginaf_l. members and many Bonita rési—-_

de'nts_weré encouraged to promote &1l kinds of ideas in order to

bring in money for both Land and Building for the Post.

The  Auxillary as always did more than their share in the promo-

- tions, Bar-B-Qs, Cake Sales, Darices, Auctions and other functions
were carried out in the centrally located Community Pavilion.

- One good gimmick to get donations for the Post was the selling

of small slii)s of paper with-the plcture of a Cement Block,reach

Block for 25 cents, . however, every body bought more than One Block
-.8ee Fig.I below, - '

Fig, I
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% Chapter I
The Inception of the John Murphy'Légion Post 303 1s rather impressive
if we evaluate the generosity of the Bonita residents as well as the
prospective residents, including the Histo%ian;j%hp pqrchased Blocks
from out of town before retiring to Bonita Sprinés;
Huch eredit is also rightfully due to Mr, and Mrs, Robert E.Parrstt,
Publisher of the Bonita Banner, a weekly Newspaper that did much to
promota, advertize and encourage donations for the Post, their unti-
| ring efforts continue unbending to this day,ghd,is deserving of the
utmést gratitude from all Bonita Legionnaires and residents.
The first Lith of July celebration by the Post was held at the Commu-
nity Favillion, and consisted of.a Covered Dish Supperrwith an gd-
mission of 50 Cents for all participants, followed by Door prices
and & Dance in the evening, with .another 50 Cents admission, 8ll of
which added quite a few dollars to the Building Fund, thanks to éll
the workers and especlially to the Auxillary for all the Cakes and the
many other articles they auctioned off. | _
another worthy Froject by Commander Tom Hunter and the Post, was the
start of a Blrthday Bank in Memory of Deceased Comradas,and called
for the donation of one dollar by every Legiommaire on his Birthday
for the purchase of flowers, cards and books to the free Library,
Plans for the I956-I957 administratién also included a Memorisl Day
Ceremony to take place at the Bonita Cemetery with Golors,&uxiliarg
and Prayer by the Post Chaplain, and.aﬁ Essay Contest on Americanism
for the local School 7th,8th and 9th Grades, with Medals to be given
at Graduation, a very busy but a wcrtﬁy good start for first Comman-

der Tom Hunter,
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ﬁ" A HMemorsble Gift to Fest =
It was during the fzll of 1956 that s most pleasant surprise
greeted all the Members of the Fost, one of ths first worry to
buy the lLand for the Post was sliminuted,s real gift from the aky
was the offer from iary and Everett Heshard of pert of their land
for the ersction of the Pest, nesdless %o point out the efitament
of a1l the Legicrmaires that the Post Bldg.would soon bse é reanlity,
ell promotionesl zffeirs were now stepped up, material was soon. needed
for the Building, Tsbles, Chalrs, a Bar-B~) Pit was now within their
greegp and every men and women in town boosted their effort to kelp
the cauee for the new Americen Leglon John Murphy Fost 303.
4 Building Committee was soon formed end preliminary steps pere
teken to arrungs for e CGround Bremking and Dedication Ceremonies
et the location of the naw Fost, on one of the mesting 1t was
decided to have the Dedlcetion on the 30th of Lecember IS56 which
turned out sz planned,
Tom Reshard {Reahsrd's son and a Leglonnaire} acting for his father
Everett who wes also = Fost member, presented ths property tc Com=
mender Bunter and lery Resherd pledged complete cooperation angd
support for the new Legion Home, Commencer Kehoe from the 8th
Liastrlct delivered s vary impressive speech and John and Jerry
both sons of Leutsnunt John Murphy §1id the first Spude Turning
of the ground. Comamander Hunter then Dedliceted the properiy and
B 1ding in Memory of all the Comrades who dled in the Service
of cur Country.
Fost Chapleln Carl Bartholomse gave the Bensdiction whieh was

followed by & silent Tribute te the Lesd.

I8 I8




Ground Breaking Dedication Ceremonies
December 30, 1956

Jo—"

L.to R.Commander Tom Hunter, Jerry Murphy,Mrs.L.Essary
John Murphy Jr.and 8th Dist.Sgt.at Arms Fred Worth

— -
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# Chapter I %
Fresent for the ﬁédic&tian in additlon to those named were;
Mrs.louls Essary mother of John and Jerry Murphy end Sgt. st Arms
Fred Worth from the 8th District, alsse Asux, Hary Warden and a
few Bonits resldents were part of this Dedication.
The start of the new year 1957 found Commander Funter Just as
busy as ever with more of the sems but with an added prob%am to
be solved, the problem wss that of the iccation for the Post,
the Dedlcaticn of the ground emphasized this fret, snd it became
more evident every day that the lecation far the Fost wee & 1it-
tle out of the way snd not cliose enough to & mein thoroughfars,
2z few months were spent on this problem until Ted ¥hitmen and
Bob Parrstt made the motion that the ground could be sold with
the spprovael of ¥ary snd Everett Recherd snd that the proceeds
be vgsed to buy ground in a diffaerent leestion, the motlon was
spproved by all Legionnsires and the suggestion relayed to the
Reshards, the Reshards conssntsd readily as long es 1t was for
the beneflt of the Foant,
The land was dispeosed in 1558, but since thls tcok piscs undar
the following administrstion, it will be proceeded in Chepter 3
under Jerkard Gulder I957-I558 administration, however, Chapter 2
Geals with the complete story of the Land donatlon,
Tims was runniog out for Commender funter and preparations for
the next Installztlion were in order but befors closing this Chap~
ter Pralse for Sommander funter is also in order, a3 = first Come
mander, Tom Hunter wes a superb Flonser that faced asnd OvVarcome
211 problems, to thils day we pralse =nd 3aluts Past Commander

Tom Hunter.... Membership for I1956-I957 was 3I.
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# Chapter 2 #

- Land G1ft by two Reshard families -
For the sake of simplicity and to ﬁrav&nt confusion, the gift of
the iand for the erection of the American Leglon John Murphy Post
building 1s all inclusive in this Chapter in addition to the re-
counting during the courses of the three years that it took place.
The Historian wishes to emphasize "fipst® that two Reahard faml-
lies donated land for the Post, and “second™ that two Reahard
brothers ( Everett and Jean Reahard ) married two sisters ( Mary
and Carmen ) Mary and hsr husband Everett which was also a Chap-
ter member of the Post, donated the first land ( a I30 by 200 f+t.)
plot on ¥Winsdor Road Bonita Springs during the Summer of I1956.
Thies land was dedicated inMemory of John Burphy to whom the Post
vas'nsmad on December 30, I956,
Tke donation of ths land was of great Insplration to ths Fost
members and the kind thought snd generosity of Mary and Everett
Reahard will long live in the minds of the Leglonnaires and the
resldents of Bonita Springs.
The only drawback was the loeatlon for the Fost, the locaticn
was ideal for a private home but not close encugh to a main
thoroughfarse that could easily be seen by the general publie,
This fact bscame apparent during the Dedication and grew mors
evident during ths following months untll Ped Whitman and Bob
Parrett bothe Legionnaires made the suggestion thet the original
ground could be so0ld and the proceeds used to buy ground in a
more sultable location. This 1des was soon voted on and approved
but was also submitted to the Heshards for their approval which
turned out to be very ngreable if it was for the benefit of the Post.
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_ # Chapter 2 =
A plan was soon devised for the disposal of the land but to faci11~
tate the sale 1t was decided to sell chance tickets to every body,
this was a more reliable way of selling it since all Legiomnnaires
could help in the disposzl of the tickets,
Before parting with the land, however, the Post had to be sure of
the next location, and this location was already in sgreement by
most legionnaires being only a few hundred foot from the Beach Rd.
a aain;highway to the Beach, ironically this location was owned by
the other Reahard family ( Jean and Carmen Reshard ) who were 1i-
ving in FPort iyers at the time.
Ted Whitman here played a major role in contacting Jean and Carmen
Reahard in Fort Myers and once more an unexpected streak of luck
received an open arms welcome in.the History of The imerican Legion
John durphy Post #303. |
Jesn and Carmen turned out to be just as generous as their brother
and sister Mery and Everett and offered to donate a 180 by ISTS Ft.
plot on Imperial ERoad, Imperial Shores, Bonita Springs for the
erection of the Post with the sole provision that the buiiding of
the Foat be started within two years;
Keedless to say, the offer was sccepted with a great deal of gra-
titude by all lLeglommaires and both Reahard families can bs said
to form ths foundation of tha John #¥urphy Fost #303.
Once the Fost was sssured of the next location, the sals of the
tickets for the disposal of the originsl plot was started and
many of the Leglonnalres, suxillsry snd some Bonita residents
took part in this sale., The lucky winner in I958 turned ocut to

be an out of tosner that received a good pece of Florida/lend
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## Chapter 2 #
for the price of a chance ticket. Ted Whitman in the mean time
kept taking numerous trips to Fort dyers in order to obtain the
proper description of the plot and be ready for the 1lssuing of
the Deed. Ted “hitman also proposed to the Fost that they form
a Corporation for the sole purpose of Bullding ownership, the Corp,
would consist of all members of the Post and the suxillary.
The 1dea of the Corp. gainad the approval of every body during
ocne of the meetings and was submitted to Jean and Carmen Reahard
in Fort iyers so thst when the Deed was issued, it was duly nmade
to the imerican Legion Club Corp. which is still in existance today.
The Desd was issued on Jamuary 29, I960 and Dedicated in Hemory |
of Ist Leutenant Bernard Schams { son in lew of dJean and Carmsn
Reshard ) Leutenant Schams was killed in sction over Polish
Silesia in I94).

a9

Ist Leutenant Bernard Schams
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# Chapter 3 «
As menticned in Chapter I, the location for the Fost was not sui-
table for the Post and that Mary Reahard {%hq,danor and NOW AUXe
Fresitent) gave permission for it's disposal, so plans had to be
formulated on how best to dispose of the land;in I957 land sales
in a small town did not move toc.fast and for thils resson 1t was
decided to sell chances so that every body could partlcipate,this
plan proved very successful aince the Bulldling Committee and the
rest of the Legiommaires and éuxill&ry kKept selling tickets to
any body that would listen.
The tickets wers all sold by the atert of I958 and the lucky winner
turned out to be an out of towner who got & nice plece of Florida
land for the mmalliprice of a ticket.
#hile the land was being disposed, the Committee and especially
Ted Whitman and Bob Farrett (Legiommaire and News Faper Publisher)
kept looking for a better location for the Post, this did not take
too long and a certain location near the Besach Road & vory busy
thoroughlare looked very inviting, iess than two miles to the
Beach and vislble from the Beach Hoad, the Committee and svery
Legionnaire were in total sgreement that the location was just
right and decided to locate the owner.
Ironically the owner turned out %o be another Reahard, Carmen
sister of Mary Reahard and Carmen's husbsnd, brother of Everett
Reahard, in other words two sisters married two brothers, so the
‘next move was for Ted Whitman to contaet Hp,& Mrs,Jdean Reahard
who were living in Fort Myers at the time, ( Jesn is Carmen's

misband) the Reahards were Contacted with a pleasant surprise;
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# Chapter 3 #
A pleasant surprise and another streak of luck for the John ﬁurphy
Post #303 recsived an opsn arms welcome in the Iﬁ.stéry; Jean and
Carmen Reahard would not sell but would donate a nice 180 by ISS
Foot plot for the erection of the Fost on Imperial Road, Imperial
Shores, Bonita Springs only a few hundred foot from the Beach Rd.
with the only provision thst the Building would be started within
two years, this was easy to do and needless to say, the offer was
accepted with a great deal of gratitude by sll the Leglommaires.
Ted %Whitman soon began taking numerous trips to Port Hyers to
consult with the Reahard in order to obtain the Proper descrip=
tion of the Land amd get aquainted with the issuilng of the Deed;
the Deed, howsver,was not issued until Jamuary 29, I96ﬂ; and so
the continuation of this Land deal willi'be teksn up under the next
Comuander Petersen administration; ( Chapter 2 deals completely
with the Land Donstions by both Reshard famiiles )
It was now Summer in 1958 and Commender Gery Gulder kept stepping
up the usual promotional affairs for the Bullding Fund, the th
of July was again marked with a Covared Dish Supper at the Com-
unity Favilion with the Auxillary contributing much of their time
and effort in donating Cskes and other articles to be Auctioned
off for the Building Fund.
The 39th inniversary of the Founding of The American Leglion was
also celebrated with a Covered Dish Supper and Dance, many artiele_s
were sold and Marion Gulder the c'mam!ar‘s wifé wmade and donated
a nice Stole which was won in a drawing by Ray Wear a reporter
for the Fort Myers News Press and a great booster of the Post,
Ray in turn auctioned off the Stole for $6.00, the whole affsir
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# Chapter 3 «
that day bought in $6I.00 for the Building Fund. |
All Drives of the previous administration irg:m contimied and most
remsin to this day, but some new projeets were added, the Post
started a Boy State and the Auxillary a Girl State, an Oxygen
Tent project was adopted with Arnold Petersen as Chalrmsn snd
bought in Memory of the late John Beaver, an Automatic Shotgun
and a Camera were awarded on one of the Covered Dish Supper and
Markers were placed at the outskirt of the town announcing iegion
Meotings.
Commander Gery Gulder was & relisble and herd working man, too
modest to tell this Historian any thing about himself, but ali-~
ways dlluding answers with ( we aid ) or ( the men did ) however,
the Historian Knows better and there 1s much more to be sald
sbout Commsnder Gulder during the construction of the Fost Bldg.
and other projects, but this will be taken up In the following
Chapters, in the mean time let us all remember Commander Gulder
as one of the outatanding and devoted Ploneer of the American
Legion John Murphy Post #303 and March on to the next Installa-
tion of I958-I959. |

Membership for I957-I958 was 85.
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#ith Commandar Arnold Feterson resady to go,new drives were star-
tad but the main important ones from tho iast administration ware
still In progress and haed to be cen*inueé, ths Bullding Blocks wers
8t1l11: being sold and the aeaond land danation,was still being re-
sclved, As pointed in Chaplter 3, when Ted whitman heard of the wil-
iingness of Jean and Carmen Reahard to dounate land in the-nsw loca-
tion, he immeaistely got busy attending t» numerous detsaiis back
and forth to Fort Mysrs in vefevence to the rlot and the Leed.
In the mean time during one of the deetings, Ted made the motion
that a Corporation be formed for the scls purpose of Building own-
ership and that the Corp. would consist of all rost Members and
the auxililary, this idea was glven & good deal of thought and
after due consideration, it was mut to a vote and approved by all
involved; 1t was alse decided to call it " The fwerican legion Club
Corp.” and to submit the information to the Asaherd in Pori Myers
for thelr approval, The Reahsrds accepted the ideas readily ang
the Deed which was issusd in Jarmary I960 was made to The American
Legion Cilub Corp. This will be continued under the next acministra-
tion.
To proceed with Commander Fetersen, one of ths first move was the
Ledication of the imericaen Flag and the legion Flag on June 2I,1958,
Bill Irice of Fort kyers and Commander Fetersen wers the speakers,
fast Commander ¥, kichards, K, dmig snd Chaplain k.Yent of Fort
iiyers and local Chaplain Glen Liles also partiaipateﬁ in the Cere-
mony. Another worthy project was the " Get out the Flag " movs,
this was an effort to get 211 stores and residents 1g Bonita Springs
to display the American Flag on 211 arpropriate Helydays,
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% Chepter I} «
for this drive a émlttae was formed with C. Bartholemee, Harpy
Mattenbrock, Dewy Elrodt, Ted Whitwan, and Gery Gulder as Chair-

man, Commender Pestersen in charge of buying the Flags.

This Committes worked hard snd wes very successful with people in
general, they 2lso =20ld many of the Plags which added te the Bldg.
Fund. Other worthy projects were the collection of different arti-
cles to be given es gifts to the patients of the Bey FPines &ﬂwiml
in St,Petersburg Pla.for Christmss, Boys State and Girls State,
Prices given to Public School for Assal Contest and numerous others.
The Auxillary d1d a great deal ‘or work with thelr promotions and
cakes baking. one of thelr Covered Dish with Duteh Auctions brought
In #3.56 for the Building Fungd.

The Post received the smmsl Amertcanism Citation and a Citation

by the Hatlonal Headmawrtes for the Early Pird Hembsrship which

showed a 28% incresase over the previous year and by Feb, 1959 iem-~
bership was up to I09.

4 sad loss iIn Jemaary 1959 was the rassing of Carl Bartholomae
Finance Officer and this accounts for the two names In the Officers
list, Carl was a wonderful person,one of the rost Pioneers.and will
always be ramembered; Ted Whitman then bscame FPinance Officer.

The start of the new year was still busy for the Fost and some
more worthy deeds were carried out, a $50.00 donstion for the
Bonita Library for their own much needed Building Pund and a $50.00
donation were given to the Pire Department for thelir minning expen-
ses. Another project of Commander Patersen wes a drawing for a
s-hot Gun and e Spimming Reel outfit, donatiens $1.00 esch with

676 tickets that brought in $536.00 for the Buildin, pyna,
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Memorial Day services were held in the local Cemetery and Auxil-~
lery Cheplain ¥rs Jean ﬁbgﬂe placed the ﬁreagh on ths Veterans
gravs with Reversnt Robert Baily Grriciaﬁiﬂg._
The nexi Installation was now being plunned for June 10, 1959
and 80 Commander Fetersen term is about to close.
All in all Commander Petersen was & very dedlicated Legionnuire
&nd a good mixer, this term turned out to be his first term
since he was fo be elected agaln Commander for I967-I968 one
more Chspter wlll have to be written before the snd of this-
Ristory. |

I958-1959 Membership I09
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